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T>rF. T^QM HIKCr MISSIONS - MARCH ATTD J UNE 19?-?6 


_ "unofficial" trip to the Orient on behalf of 

Canadians in late January 1966. It evoked 
s wort and unvoiced U.S. trepidations. A .imolOGiSt -nd 
f -•• - 1 U.s. suppo known to bold a critical view of U.o. _ 

r- t ired diplc^t ^nd Vietnam. He hoped to visit Peking and Hanoi, . 
j ;2icics towaid* China a on a long _ sta nding invitation from 

rclvine for his^ ^ ^ f ; iendly relations, and Hanoi on his bearing 
r u r<Ws answer to Ho Chi Minh's letter of January 2k, 

'----Ssassa arasrass, 

t! ' e "tl-iioa'Sat CanSda was not a U.S. ■'satellite." Under the circum- 
» oc-.onst .tion “ p a US e was still running), there season no 

37 rtth.=r°than°encoura"ement, even though the U.S. doubted 

,rcycr response other th-n encoura ^ , o/k/66 2/25/66) 

the mission would produce much. (1/27/bo, 2/ t/jo, <70/ l 

* February 24, PcMn f had to 

vould^have* shown Peking'that he hoped to play^he mediator 
■: ...;;.n W;! and the U.S. I^peLittei 

■ -iTaTci “aid, during his stay (March 7-11) save him access to a number 
cf high officials. 

Ta: . vnr nh Visit: "Talks" in Exchange for a Bombing Cessation 

Konnin- characterized the results of his March 7-11 visit with an 
c ■ 1 Ch ’ r.e s e° s ay in ?: he had "travelled ten thousand miles to Present a 
f< ;thcr." (3/15/66) Although .treated with deference," he was irnable 
♦o rove the DRV leaders from their insistence on the Four oin • 

•: only basis for a peaceful settlement. They felt consent, o. ..eepmg 


c;uy Dctbj.il iUi a — -- ... 

their end of the war. (They exp ected dest ruction 


f Hanoi ar 


; ^ tin •} 


nr - 


cir end of the war. 1 Tnev cr.ueei.eu. "■■■ t. i_ . 

■y said, and were evacuating women and children, aispe.-^^ « tant" j - 
i offices, etc.) VThen Ronning protested their ^°ur ioi^ts a- tan ^ 
.::.t to U.S. surrender, their attitude seemed to be that . A..ei-ca s 

■Ucm." (3/15/66) 


Toward the end of Ronning*s 2-hour interview with Pham Van Dong, 
J .ever, he was told that DRV willingness to enter into some for* 

? ;aiL-r.ir.ory contact hinged on a commitment by the U.u. to cease 


the Vice 
the 


• 'T reeeive.l by tin KW Foreign Minister «BW«i Duif »!•*, tl« Vi 
Mlnieler, Kguyen Co »«>!., Col. Hu Van leu (l.VA liui-on „e . 

]CC) and, on his last day, rham Van Dong. 
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n net- of war a Gainst IJorth Vietnam” "unconditionally and forcood. 

A!yl uU ? " lc .„~ whether a public declaration or something more confidential 
3t ; or vhat the nature of the consequent, contacts would be. 

VrtS t ‘v” J *Van’ refus'd to be drawn out, saying only: Our position include 

kUn /^ u ; n brief, we can say that informal talks and a cessation of 

tutetoagainot North Vietnam go together." (3/20/66) 

„ • „ liiat a U.S. response was desired. The importance of 

, .. i4“strcssed to luia. When earlier feelers hod become public, 
the DRV had been forced to deny them, he was told. 

the Second Trip: Canada m the Middle 

Henning's report aroused little enthusiasm in Washington, which: 

• —Felt that any U.S. de-escalation should be reciprocated by 
military dc-escalation on the other side. 

-Feared that a bombing halt vould be interpreted to mean U.S. 
acceptance of Hanoi's Four Points.**. (li/26/oo) 

l'artin however, felt strongly that the channel should be kept 
active ^pressed Uashingtcn personally and through channel^to regond. 

nov hav? been a veiled form 01 pi'essure, he jjiiorwt.4 ..Gohj-n^o 
tha^his Government "did have important information of which it was the 
sole possessor." (U/ 22 / 6 S, h/2o/co) . 

Tv Mav 1 Washington had prepared a "new" message for Ronning, 
re-* at^n^its willingness to tali: without conditions, or to de-escalate 
to communicate with Hanoi directly or via intermarries, etc. 

F/W65) 

When Ottawa approached Hanoi about a return visit by Ronning, it 
Yus criticized by the North Vietnamese for failing to distinguish bet 
aggressor end victim, and of advancing proposals not conforming tothe 
19^i Geneva accords, etc. Toward the .end of Lay, i. obtained gru> * - g 
permission for Forming to come along, howevoi . \jf / u / 

* Vo-nlr~ vas n'ra r.ised an Aide-Memoire on Pham’s remarks, but was sub- 
soquenby told that ho hid "misunderstood" and no sueh paper voulu bo 
forthcrainj. to his Witten su.tr.ary of the conversation, Ronning u..od 
quotation marks in the manner reproduced here. Presumably, he ft.li. 
confident he was accurately repeating Pham's language. 

% * 

** In his JanetiV 2h, 1966 , letter to heads of state. Ho hod demanded that 
the U.S. "accent the four-point stand of the KW 0 overn--.cnc and prove 
t’/ir. by actual deeds; it must end unconditionally and j- or g^o-i c.L 
benbi.!.'- raids and other acts of war against the DRV." 
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yj;;i t; No Movement “by Either Side 


r.'^inJns visited Hanoi a second time, June lA-iy, 3 . 966 , v/ith even 
r. :r Ci--} pointing results than in March. 

H? vi>r told that Phan Van Done was not th-_n in Hanoi, and the 

.t official to'receive him was Eguyen Duy Trinh, Foreign Minister 
t . Vic** Premier. Trinh cx-pressed disappointment that the message 
• • ,'rg carried was so "similar to newspaper reports with which the 
•; vns a.lrce y familiar." Ronning, looking back a week later, felt 
'• ‘.’ll]; depressed following his conversation v;ith Trinh" and did not 
::i "any hint on Trinh's part of a desire to put forward any new 
.t alternative proposals." ( 6 / 21 / 66 ) 

. The main points made by Trinh were: 

—There would be no military reciprocity for a bombing halt. 

—The Canadians were abetting the U.S. "peace offensive" by 
: ’trirg to mediate when they had nothing new to contribute—-and doing 
eIn a period (since March) when the U.S. was "escalating." When 
.* -:irg offered to withdraw, though, Trinh asked that the Canadian channel 
r* 3 available. 

—The Four Points were not mentioned per se, but their contents 
<e.l the* JJLF Five Points were stressed as elements the U.S. would have to • 
—opt eventually. 



Ronning saw no promising new approach that-might be offered 
• ;r ct that time, Martin clearly wished to maintain the Canadian 
v • r.*.cl and seemed determined to find some role for Canadian peace- 
I“g efforts in the future. ( 6 / 23 / 66 ) 

?■-‘- Illl ?~Tics Raised During Henning's Contacts 

.. v !'- f0] . l0 " in3 are to ? ics raised with Ronning which also appear fre- 
- r.w-y during other negotiating sequences. 

hn" vs "negotiations" 

v •« ♦ visited Ottawa cn June 21 to review Ronning's experiences* 

/■.'l 6nd other Canadians. As he cabled back, they ccn- 

Uuc the total DRV comment appeared to add up to there boon - a 
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•••ili , 'ructory prior understanding, before 'negotiations' as to (l) our 
recognition of the status of -the NLP (not spelled out); (2) return to 
the 19 Agreements; (3) withdrawal of US forces (not specified whether 
tiiis mist take place prior to negotiations or as tc'the ultimate result); 
fMotile Four points." In distinction to these conditions for negotiations, 
"the DRY reps ^Mt i "g ov 'ir .> lly .A hrit acceptanc e of'the Jour po ints 

,. 1C . V "Xciccis ZZxZ. co ndition to nvel irrinayy The only cuhlitj-Lwu. 

foil such preliminary talks is our unilateral cessation of bombing. How- 
C ”cr~... this appears to relate only to resumption of Rangoon-type contact, 
and as to any substantive negotiations the Four Points are still in the 
picture." (6/2J./66) ‘ 

"Permanent and Unconditional" 

On Ronning's first visit, the North Vietnamese indicated 
a willingness to talk, if "the bombing and all other acts of war" vere 
unilaterally ceased "unconditionally and for good." This statement clearly 
contained two qualifiers: no reciprocity from Hanoi and no threat of ^ 
resumption. Ronning, however, was not told that Hanoi would only talk. 

The two qualifiers taken together vere sufficient, but that they both 
were necessary was not clear. Ronning never tested this. Trinh, in 
January 1967, dropped the "permanent" qualifier, but at the same time, 
made it plain that a U.S. bombing cessation would buy only "talks." 


"Fcace Offensives vs. Military Offensives" 


r-'.ms awkward 


The timing of Ronning's second visit-^mji _ 

for the U.S.. as it was plamy ^ f<~> hq-fh P°T ' r " ~" 1 i 1 \ 

]'V irVing Hanoi, at just that time. Such an attack vou±a oe aiffi- 

cult to rcconciTe^wxtTr^ur™supporTrTor^.onnin£ 1 s mission. (5/9/6o, 

6/6/66, 6/15/66). An attempt." to circumvent this problem, was made by delaying 
the strikes but seeking the earliest possible report from Ronning on Hanoi s 
response. (6/17/66) Ronning, however, had been told to report only to 
Ottawa, upon his return. (6/17/66, 6/18/66) Furthermore, Martin specif¬ 
ically asked us not to "escalate" in the period just after Ronning s 
return for fear that this would "jeopardize Canadian good faith with 
Uu.ci and make it appear the U.S. used Ronning as a means of ootaining 
it negative readout on negotiations which would justify escalation.'' 

(6/;u/6$) In effect, the Canadian initiative seemed to require that 
vt* r.ot escalate just before, during or just after contacts with Hanoi. 

Per cover, Martin wished to maintain a continuing dialogue with Hanoi. 

POL system was attacked toward the end of June. , 
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On the other hand, an Eastern European Embassy in Hanoi 
briefed yvxffaclli, the AFP correspondent there, on the content of 
Ronning* :> June exchanges with relative accuracy. The French Embassy 
in Washington and Americans assumed that the information had been passed 
vith DRV a] prove. 1, without satisfactorily resolving the question of DRV 
motives in providing this leak. ’ * 


Reunification * 


The subject of reunifying the two Vietr.aras was broached to 
Moore on one of his routine visits tc Hanoi early in June, 1966, by 
Ha Vun.Lau* The main point stressed by Lau was that "After the fighting 
istops, there should be a fairly long interval, during which the status 
quo continues with the two countries divided at the 17th parallel.... 
After tliat, it would be possible to see whether there were some changed 
^ideas in Saigon and Hanoi.". (6/8/66) When Ronning visited Hanoi, later 
that month, the subject was not emphasised by the Vietnamese, but was 
raised in the context of observing the 195^ Geneva Agreements. (6/21/66) 

HOW’s . 


The U.S. asked Ronning to scout the possibility of exchanging 
prisoners of war with the DRV or providing them with ICRC protection. 
(5/15/66) Hanoi 1 s reply was that POW's were "criminals" under DRV law 
nni.no ICRC role would be considered. He was given no detailed informa¬ 
tion about the prisoners themselves. (6/23/66) 

Another Geneva Conference? 

In the event of negotiations beginning, DRV officials indicated 
to Ronning that they would consider a Geneva-type conference on Vietnam 
and observed that they would favor French participation. V/ith seme 
proving from an Ottawa colleague, Ronning reconstructed the following 
as a possible sequence: (l) an end to the U.S. bombing on DRV terms; 

(2) informal bilateral DRV-U.S. talks; (3) a multilateral Geneva-type 
conference. (6/21/66) 
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Ambassador of‘Canada,- Mr. Chester Ronning, former Canadian Ambassador, 
Mr. William P. Bundy, Assistant Secretary for Far Eastern Affairs, 
and Mr. Paul H. Kreisberg, FE/ACA. 


II 


"...Ronning said he was without illusions on the 
likelihood of any success from this mission but thought 
it was worth a try. He said the Canadian line would 
be to express surprise fit Peking's and Hanoi's opposi¬ 
tion to a conference in view of their participation 
in the Laos conference* : 


If 


ft 


Ronning then inquired about the position of the 


NLF 


"Mr. Bundy reviewed the U.S. position on the 
NLF, stressi ng that we are prepare d to have them present 
in some form at a conference but net 1ft lu ll st atus * 
"as a 'party' but anything short of that we would-be 
prepared to consider. He...stressed that acknowledg¬ 
ment of full stat u s—f or the ?iLF would be ere-dudf-ing t he 
right of the~NLF to •particin?.te in a fu -n-r gnvr'-'rrrnt 
iiTSuuClT Vietnam. He noted that the NLF program called 
for the Front to have a main role in a coalition govern¬ 
ment and said that to admit this would quite frankly 
lead to their ultimate victory...." 

"...Ronning suggested that there might be an analogy 



between NLF participation in a conference and that of 
[the Pathot Lao in the Laos conference. 


»». ' . 


"Ronning said that he was convinced the DRV would 
continue to deny its military participation in South 


Vietnam but might accept something less clear-cut. 


He said the DRV did not want a branch of the CP in 



1 


TS - MODI'S 


















TS - MOOTS 












">4r. Bundy said this was possible and we had 
offered this to the DRV .during the pause, lie noted 
that it might be necessary to arrive at come 'pro- 
digested' conclusion in such a forum. He observed, 
however, that the question of disclosure to the GVN 
presented a serious problem. Roruling stressed that 
the DRV could not sit at the conference table wxth- 
out the k R T Td i ’ since this would place all responsibility 
for military action in South Vietnam on itself. 

"Mr. Bundy reiterated that the NLF was a really 
" tough' problem since it ran go close to the heart of 
the matter. It was possible to finesse other points, 
for example, accepting the four points implicitly by 
reiterating acceptance of the Geneva Accords, or simply 
deleting the objectionable clause in point three. 

Mr. Bundy said that the DRV still thought it could 
win the whole game but that ultimately, if at was 
convinced that there was no military victory possi¬ 
ble, it might re-frame its political requirements 
• and move for a political solution. He noted tnat 
we could without particular difficulty de-fuse 
point 13 of our 14 points by omitting the reference 
in that point to "aggression." Mr. Bundy also noted 
that the DRV was concerned about the timing of U.S. 


withdrawal. 



January 27, 3-966 

STATE to AmEmbassy OTTAWA 826 (SECRET-EXDIS), 27 Jan 1956: 







11 For Ambassador from Bundy 

"1. Canadian Ambassador Ritchie and former Canadian 
High Commissioner in New Delhi Ronning called on Bundy 
today and discussed planned visit by Amb . Ro lining ^o 
Peking and Hanoi in near future. Ronning visit to be 
unofficial but he-will travel with personal rank of 
Ambassador and at request of Foreign Minister Martin. 
Ronning has long-standing invitation from Chicom lonm^n 
Chen Yi to visit CPR extended when Ronning was Canadian 
Rep at 1962 Geneva Conference on Laos. Purpose of visit 
to sound out Peking and Hanoi on possible conference 
on Vietnam/ Running said he without any illusions as 
to likelihood of success but thought visit in any event 
Blight-be worthwhile. 


L 



RUSK (Drafted by P. H. Kreicberg) 
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;tS to AmErabassy OTTAWA 83O (SECRET-EXDIS), 28 Jan I966 

"l. ...we certainly have no objection to proposed 

Kenning trip.... 

"2. v It occurs to us that Ronning trip rnay well 
have ulterior motives in terms of Canadian feelers 
on Chicom representation in UN or even Canadian recog¬ 
nition. ..." 

RUSK (Drafted by V/. P. Bundy) 


Ar .Embassy OTTAWA to SECSTATE 97^ (SECRET-EXDIS), 28 Jan 1 
"For Bundy from Butter-worth 


II 


"3* Ever since he became Minister for External 
Affairs two and a half years ago Martin has had the 
idea of U;-'ing Chester Ronning, who was born in China 
and vent to school with Chou En-lai, to help bring 
about recognition of the Chinese Cojiimunists by the 
UN or by Canada or both. 


ff 


"5* Ronning is well-known in Canada as a Sinologist 
and has been more often than n6t critical of American 
Far Eastern policies.... 


»f 
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AmEmbassy 


OWAW. to 5ECSTATE 979 (SECKET-EXDIS), 31 1966 


„r Vartin volunteered that he had clearly 

5- ..-I'-artin voxui and 'Dicfenbaker' s 

in mind the domestic politica ^ ^ Yictnani « 

insincere support of the U.S. l - • the 

and. that at. * U * S * 

SSmte^t had done what it could to bring about 
a solution•••• 

• butterwortii 


February 2, 1966 . • 

^assy OTTAWA to SEC STATE 996 (SECRST-EXDIS), 2 Feb 1966 

"For Assistant Secretary Bundy 

n incredible though it may seem EXTAFF official 
■ stated*Ronning' s 

interested in discussing no Cm xei 

a„ IS to prime Minister Pearson. « , c 

(Spy being sent Dept, -parately paralle.s that 
sent other capitals except for last too aent^ ^ ^ 
follows: 'Your Excellency, ”’‘^“ rvJ( . lon anc i Control 

International Commission' f . - ^ Agreement 

• .ituatien 

on Vieti^m. — ^ A • v-ietranu X hope that 

brought about hy t e ^ its obligation under 

your Government will luiim 

the Geneva agreements. 


BUTTERV/ORTII 

; • \ rv.ary 4, 1966 

• .li’A'fE to AmJpor.su! HONG KONG 1000, AmErrbassy SAIGON 2254, 
A:-:.r.bassy GTTAV& 856 


and 


”2. Ronnins is retired diplomat, born in en..na 
steeped in Sinology. He war. most recently Ce...a4ial 
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«** "S-’ L ^acn^Co““ n ^ S 
■52ta^'£* *“ "TMnMy'cHUcTcfi.s^^Ucy 
*iT«3 China, particularly to «»£ 

£~hr 

S®«g£L 

dittos some handle in an earlier Chen Yl amaU 
tion and in the idea of visiting tire eraves of has 

parents. 

' " 3 . '.l/Despiteonr private miscivingsas^his 

Sw^oSctiortflueTvSn and indeed eould only 
welcome any constructive initiative...- 


. / 


RUSK (Drafted by W. P. Bundy) 

SM E to AmEcibassy OlttB 857 (SECBET-EXDXS). H Feb 19&S 

» you should deliver following parsonal letter to 
Foreign Minister coneerning Ronning visit. 

"Dear Paul: 


"1 must, however, express a shade of concern at 
(t . In Cor- tion that we have just had iron U-lton 

^specufLissary with the personal rank of 
Ambassador- 

"I am also more seriously concerned at the P°ssi- 

^1SrS^satL U !!itS Si fctterworth 

correctly, questions of recognition.... 


1 


"...I think vc shall both have a groat ^y lc f 
thinking to do on this subject in the »o«ohs 

and I hope that in the first instance vc c~n 
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on a very confidential basis between ourselves. I 
have therefore welcomed the indication that you are 
not discussing the Running trip with any ether go\v,rn 
meat, and I would end by repeating my hope and assump¬ 
tion that he will be listening only as to.an. matter« 
other than Vietnam, and -that in any event we shall 
have a full opportunity to talk over with you vl«-t 
ever he picks up in any area. • 

* ~ „ 

"With warm regards. Sincerely, Dean Rusk 

(Drafted by W. P. Bundy) 


Ternary 7» 19^_ 

AoConcul H0K3 KOK! to SECSTATE l4 5 2 (SECRET-EXDIS), 7 Feb 1966 

"We shall do what we can heD.pfully to influence- 
Ronning's thinking if opportunity presents itself. 
Incidentally American in Hong hong who will nav j. 
es? opportunity affect his thinking is M Times corres¬ 
pondent Topping, who is his son-in-law. 

RICE 


Vcbruary 24, 19&& 

. STATE to WBabwsy SAIGOIT 2512, *>' 

Amllbassy OTTAWA 9^3, AmEnbassy I-Ai'UjA (S^lUT - )> 

24 Kcb 1966 

' "1. Canadian Embassy has informed Dept. Rcnning 
trip to Peking turned dovm by Chiccms but acceptea y 
Hanoi. Ronning now in Hong Kong and scheduled go 
Si March 1 leaving for Hanoi March 7 and return- 
ing Saigon March !!•••• 


n 

• • • • • 

" 3 . ...Peking turndown of visit made through 
Chen Yi message to Ronning referring to U.S. actions 
in Vietnam and GOC suprjort for these which make visit 
•inopportune'. 1 Door held open for some-future visit, 

hot/ever. 

& 

II H 


RUSK (Drafted by P. H. Kreisberg) 
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MEMORANDUM to The Secretary from Samuel D. Berger, FS, Subj: 
Chester Ronning Visit to Peking and Hanoi, dated 24 Feb 1966 

(KODIS) 


“5 ...Hanoi’s willingness and even enthusiasm 
in agreeing to Ronning's.visit results in part from 
a growing feeling of isolation and in part from a 
desire to project a more ’positive foreign policy 
image. The agreement by the DRV Charge in Moscow _ 
to obtain clarification for Lord Chalfont on some points 
in the DRV position and Hanoi’s reversal of its de¬ 
cision 3 .ast summer not to extend an invitation to 
Nkrumah to come to North Vietnam may he other aspects 
of this somewhat looser and more flexible foreign 
■policy. Such a policy, designed to offer a more 
attractive image of Hanoi to the world at large, was 
specifically urged by DRV Politburo member Le Due 
Tho earlier this month. The change in policy, how¬ 
ever, is one of form, not content thus far. 


February 25, 1?66 

• AmEmbassy SAIGON to RUEIIC/SEC STATE 3-100 (SECRET-EXDIS), 


25 rob i 960 

”1 It is true that I know that Mr. Ronning 
is taking the trip, but it is quite an exaggeration 
to say that I am .'fully informed of the background 
of his trip.’ I honestly do not feel that I am aware 
f .. of all the ins and outs and all the implications. 

"2. Having, in mind the British/llorth Vietnamese 
contact in Moscow, I would appreciate knowing of what¬ 
ever understanding there may be in Washington. 

" 3 . Once again we seem to be getting into direct 
contacts which affect the future of Vj ^tnan and I do 

not - ^jjaj7 - ^i£t >i to^te^M^he | J/2ntnome^e. 

LODGE 

STATE to Amlifmbassy SAIGON 2525 (SF.CRET-NODIS), 25 Feb 3.9oo 
"Eyes Only for the Ambassador from the Secretary 

"Following are my own personal comments about ine 
Ronning visit to Hanoi:' 
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“Quite frankly, the Canadians themselves seem 
to he of divided minds about his trip. Ronning has 
not been helpful on Vietnam and I have no doubt strongly 
favors recognition of Peiping. Mike Pearson is defi- 
nitely skeptical about the whole affair but was inclined 
to go along with Paul Martin’s guarded approval for the 

trip. * * 


"X personally talked to Paul Martin about Ronning 
and emphasized that it was extremely important that 
Ronning do nothing to encourage a Hanoi miscalculation 
about our determination and do nothing to encourage 
a Hanoi miscalculation about our determination and 
do nothing to undermine the publicly stated positions 
of the United States. Martin assured me that he wou-^d 
make that very clear to Ronning. 

' "Actually, the Ronning trip was originally de¬ 
signed primarily for Peiping and I suspect that the 
question of recognition and Peiping membership in the 
UN was most on Ronning*s mind. However, Peiping re¬ 
fused to let him come since Canada's attitude toward 
Vietnam made his visit QTE inopportune UNQTE. 


"I can assure you there is no occult understandr 
ing between Washington and Ottawa on this matter. 

If you need to say anything to the South Vietnamese 
about the Ronning trip, you can tell them that he is 
on no mission for us, that he has been stro ngly advis ed 
not to say anything or do anything which would encourage 
inflV to eiiozu: will succeed and 


.-Chat his visit should be considered along wioh such 
efforts as have been made by many individuals to have 
a go"at Hanoi. Quite frankly, I attach no importanc e 
to his tr ip and expect nothing cut of it . A T pne. 
"time it would "be unwise to say anythi ng to GVIT which 
would appear to conflict with Canadian version of 
trip already given GVN and reported in Deptel 2512, 
Para 2." 




RUSK (Drafted by Rusk) 


•'arch 3. 19o6 

r./il-.basey OTTAWA to SECSTATE 11^3 (COHF-EXDIS), 3 !9o6 

"r..Exstaff has put its ICC peace probe on ice,. 

it is shifting concentration of its peace efforts to 
Running visit to Hanoi next week. .. .Ronning is not 
mediator but explorer." 


SCOTT 
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AciEmhas 3 y SAIGON to SEC STATE 3178 (SECRET-EXDIS), 3 "ar 1966 

”1. Moore (Canadian member ICC) called to present 
Ambassador Ronning who is on his way to Hanoi. 


. XiT 


” 3 . ...Ronning wished to find out if there was 
something useful that the ICC could do other than to 
implement the Geneva accords which have now been so 
thoroughly violated. 

’"h. He explained all this to Colonel An, the 
GVN liaison officer with the ICC, and was planning 
to tell Tran Van Do about it. An apparently did not 
object. 

" 5 . ...Moore, who had gone to Hanoi to pave 
the v/ay for Ronning, said that Hanoi’s acceptance of 
the idea of Ronning*s visit was 'immediate.' ;. .he 

seemed to think they were worried about the immense 
casualties which their Army was encountering and would 
be encountering in South Vietnam. 
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March 15> 1?66 

AmConGen HOEG KOKG to SEC STATE 3.669 (SECRST-EXDIS), 15 Mar IS 06 


"2. Results cf mission: Ronning characterized 
results of his mission by quoting old Chinese saying; 
he had 'travelled ten thousand miles to present a 
feather.' He said k-e is more pessimistic about long- 
range Vietnamese problem than before his trip. 

4 

” 3 . NVN confidence: ITcrth Vietnamese leaders 
he spoke to from Thum Van Dang on down convinced they 
were winning 'war, although they concede it v:ill be 
long struggle. In response my query hew I:VIf expected 
achieve victory .(e.g., by military victory, U.S. loss 
of determination, GV.'J collw'so), Renoir•; s?.id 17/11 
views not clear. EVE leaders told him they fully 
expected stepp-up H.S. military effort, both in 
South and in. bombing of North, including boobing of 
Hanoi, industries, etc. Explained they l ad ftv; large 
industries; small industries being dispersed and plans 
made for evacuating government offices and populace. 
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. 1 4 ~ +Vin.t he did not disabuse NVN 

r-'nn^nc commented to m~ . _ .k? i itarv 

leader2 of their estixatSs of increased U.S. udliU.ry 
i** Tn-tead be tried to impress upon them that 
n C q 10 could b^in"*vastly greater military power to bear 
Hn SSS the French in ^^nd ^th^re 
no chance of history repeating itseli tas tn„. 
to believe). 

' " 1 . negotiations: HVE leaders v:ere totally un- 
willingbudge from -four points.' His remonstrances 

•as negotiations formula 

i 4 .v, nf i. +v,p American s proolem. bovieo ’ 

while expressing full support KVH, implied there vas 
s^ewtot greater possibility for negotiations by toll- 
ing him that first prerequisite was penoanen • ces-a_ 
tion of bomb in * 7 of KVH. When Ronning asr.ed why, - 

Sis ZX =-, WH had made no response during 





” 5 . Bino-Soviet dispute: WB leaders attempted 
dovnu 1 ay importance of dispute and particular y 0 
toS on Vietnam situation. Told him they expected 
Chicoms to attend CPSU Congress, but claimed they 
did not know composition delegation. : . - . 

“ 6 . Geneva Accords. Ronning said both GVK and 

1IVW leaders talked of return to Geneva Accords buo 
An completely different terns. GVII leaders stressed 
provisions for withdrawal of KVH and VC 
claimed that reunification would eventually cc._e - - 

’disintegration 1 of communist control in “ 1 * 

leaders stressed elections and claimed - 

dent election results would pave way to edly r~ 
fication. 

** "7. Ronning’s treatment: Ronning found that as 

a Canadian he treated better than British who support 
American nos it ion fully, but made politely a* ..re t^t 
c ..nyif' i'-ore than American satellite. Huv...\ei 
pliam Van Dong appreciative of Pearson’s public state- 

neat of regret over resumption -of boding in nor.^. 
Ronning found his several hours of talks wiin --^-oi 
leaders very wearing and frustrating wath conversations 
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wandering down blind alleys and always returning to same 
intransigent dead end. |Ie got impression he was object 
of team effort at wearing him down, as long, hard hours 
of conversation with- one group of officials would soon 
be folio..cd, with little rest, by another session with • 
fresh team. Seme ta.lks also scheduled iu early morn- 
.ing with scarcely fifteen minutes notice, appardntly 
to keep him off balance. He was in constant company 
of protocol Caere (with whom lie could converse in 
Chinese) and interpreter. 

8. Impressions of Hanoi: People adequately 
clothed and fed. P.onning made special point of visit¬ 
ing market and found rice, fish, meat and vegetables 
in seemingly good supply. Only stall with line of 
people in front was selling flour. (lie could not 
tell vnether it was Canadian or not, but noticed vord 
flour in English on bag.) Streets were practically 
empty at night, and Ronning was told that many oldsters, 
youth, and cadre dependents had been evacuated. 

y. Ho Chi M'inh out of sight: Ho, an old ac¬ 
quaintance of Ronning's sent apologies explaining that 
round of meetings in connection with forthcoming Soviet 
Congress leit no time to see him. It rumoured in Hanoi 
that ho planning attend Congress. 

_ 1 _ 10, Chinese r * p so not in evidence: with exception 
ox banquet room full of Chinese cultural troupers in 
Sun Yat Sen suits, Ronning saw no Chinese in Haroi. 

Chicom Embassy personnel invited to reception given’ 
by north Vietnamese his honor did not show up. 


ARMSTRONG 


March 20, iqg£ ' ' 

KEXORAKDUM 0? COriVERSATIOiT; Subject: Ronning Visit: Hanoi- 

p‘-? 2 ^ 2n AEoassa5ior Chester Ronning, Canadian Ambassador 
P ?* A : Patcnic b Hibassy of Canada, Assistant Secretary for Far 

M'!fl rfllllaa P * ^ l-:r. Michael Shenstone, Counselor, 

y ° A Canada ' Mr * p6ul H * Kreisberg, 01C, Mainland China Affairs, 

. 9 

If A 

. ' 1. Ambassador Ronning passed the attached memorandum 

to Mr. Bundy, which summarizes his principal meetings in Hanoi. 

AHACiiMEir QUOxE 

Accompanied by Mr. V. C. Moore, Canadian 
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• CoKMissioner, ^I.C.S.C., Mr* Chester Ronning. 
visited Hahoi from March 7 to 11, hr. fc Special 
Representative of the Canadian Government. 


Mr. Ronning's instructions vere to present 
Prime Minister Pearson's reply to IIo Chi Minh's letter 
of* January 24, and to discuss with the North Viet¬ 
namese authorities the conditions in which they would 
envisage a negotiated settlement in Vietnam, including 
the possibility of the International Commission playing 
a helpful good offices role in bringing about or facil¬ 
itating such negotiations. His primary objective was 
to obtain, if possible, authoritative clarification of 
the conditions enunciated by the Hanoi Government as 
required elements in a negotiated settlement. 

Ronning was received by, and had discussions with, 
Vice Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach, Foreign Minister 
Nguyen Duy Trinh, Col. Ha Van Lau, Chief of the PAVN 
Mission in charge of liaison with the I.C.S.C., and, on 
the last day of the visit. Prime Minister Pham Van Dong. 
This final interview lasted for two hours. 


All the discussions were narked, on the North 
Vietnamese side, by repeated emphasis on the necessary 
acceptance of the 'Four Points' as the only basis on 
which a peaceful settlement could be approached, and 
by an apparent uncompromising belief in the ultimate 
'victory' of their cause. 


The early part of the interview with Pham Van Dong 
revealed these sane obdurate attitudes, . and seemed to 
suggest that there would be no deviation by tne Prime Minister 
from the determined, confident, hard-line approach regis¬ 
tered by the others in previous discussions. Towards 
the end of the interview, however, and under persistent 
questioning by Ronning about the conditions Hanoi would 
require to have met before entering into direct or 
indirect talks with the U.S.A., the Prime Minister 
gave the following indication: North Vietnamese willing¬ 
ness to enter into seme form of preliminary cohtact 
hinges on a commitment by the U.S.A. to cease 'bombing 
and~all acts of war against North Vietnam' 'unconditionally 
and for good'. ... 


* In reply to questioning he made it clear that this 

condition was limited to Norte Vietnamese territory one 
did not encompass U.3. military activity in the South. 

It was not clear whether the commitment envisaged 
by Pham Van Dong was to be given publicly, or diplomatically. 
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(The translator used the term 'declaration •) 

Furthermore, while Plrara Van Don- conveyed the 
impression that Hanoi's response to such a move by 
the U.S.A. would lead to negotiating contacts, he 
gave no clarification of whether he envisaged taese 
as being direct or indirect. He said: 'In fact, 
tmr -position includes many aspects. In brief, we ^ 
can soy that informal talks and a cessation of attacks 
against North Vietnam go together. ■ 

He did intimate, however, that he vas soliciting 
a u.S. response, and a further exchange with the U.S.A. 
.through Canadian channels. 'For our part', Pham Van 
Dong said, 'we will look into the attitude of the 
U.S.A. , and with all understanding. 

It vas agreed that what bad been said to Ronning 
would be conveyed to the U.S.A., as a Canadian under¬ 
standing of the Korth Vietnamese position, ana not on 
the basis of a request by North Vietnam to ao so.. It 
was also understood that Canada vas not volunteering 
to act as a mediator. 

Emphasis vas laid on the importance of absolute ^ 
secrecy in any exchange that night develop from Ronning s 
discussions. Earlier feelers had become puulic and. 
the Korth Vietnamese had been forced to issue a denial. 
ATTACHMENT END QUOTE 

~"2. He noted that, in contrast to Saigon.where he had 
operated completely under the ICC cloak, Hanoi v.ao anxious 
that his visit there not be under ICC auspices. On his 
arrival he vas escorted into the city separately iron Vic^oi 
Moore, the Canadian ICC representative in Hanoi. 

• "3. Ronning found the Vice Foreign Minister, the Forei 
Minister and ICC Liaison Officer, Col. Han Van Lao all aqua 
hard and uncompromising on negotiations. All insis.ea on 
US acceptance of the '4 pointo r , the role of the l.LF as -o-u 
representative of the people of South Vietnam , etc. Col. 

Han Van Lao said that the DRV wanted the ICC to continue but 
emphasised it was important that it make the proper finning... 
No findings at-all were preferable to bad ones. 

» * ’"4. Ronning said he tried in all his conversations to 

orgu" that it vas a mistake to believe the Americans were 
like the French and could be driven out by militarymeans... 
He said that all the Vietnamese took a 1 ' 1 ! -^- v .7 

the Americans were wrong ana the D:;7 wis righo . a- ^ - - 

eign Minister and oth er subordi nate officials said they 


the US to destroy Hanoi ana 


ion- 
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crush an agricultural society like that of Korth Vietnam. 


' "5. Officials below the Prime Minister also were 

critical of Canada for being an American ‘satellite’. 

"6. Ronning's lost substantive conversation vas with - 
Prime Minister Pham Van Dong. Until nearly the end of 
his conversation, ho vas as rigid as his subordinates. 

In response to a question from Ronning inquiring whet .er 
there vas nothing which could be done, Pham Van Dong said 
that the DRV would be prepared to have talks with the 
United States if the latter declared an unconditional and 
permanent halt to its bombings of Korth yietnam, In 
response to a request for clarification, Phan Van Dong 
said he was not referring to military action in the South, 
only in the Korth. Ke added at this point, however, that 
this had already been included in the January 4, 1966 
Foreign Ministry Statement and was not new. He agreed 
in response to Ronning’s request to provide Refining with 
an aide r 1 empire on talks following e permanent halt in 
bombings. Subsequently Ronning was told by an aide to 
Pham Van Dong that there had been a misunderstanding and 
no aide-memoire would be forthcoming. Ronning said that 
at no point had an acceptance of the ‘4 points' been linked 
to the halt in bombing by Pham Van Dong. Dong asked that 
the Government of Canada convey this message to the United 
{States and sail several times that the DRV wanted to keep 
a channel cp:n through the Canadians. 

"7» Ron'.'ire. said he had asked Dong why the DRV hadn’t 
talked to the United States during the last ’pause'. Dong 
said they had (the Soviet Ambassador made this some point), 
phara Van Deng had also tossed off the Sino-Soviet conflict 
as merely a 'difference of opinion* anl had emphasized both 
were friends of the DRV and v/ould help defend the security 
of a socialist country. 

"8. Pham Van Deng concluded by observing that the 
Canadians were 'men of good will' and while 'good will' 
doesn't matter much, one should use it when one can. 


"9- * Dong accepted prime Minister Pearson's letter 
to Ho Chi Minh but cyprecr.ed regret that J'o was too busy 
to see Ronning. Dong said the Chinese Communists would 
go to Moscow for the Gglr.i CPU Congress end that Chou Ph-Oai 
would probably lead lit delegation. (Ambassador Ritchie 
said Ambassador Dobrynin had told him Chon would not bo 
going to Moscow.) 

















"10. Ronning expressed his personal opinion that the 
offer of talks for a complete halt to bombing was separate 
from the points’ hut added that, on. balance, he Iran., y 
did not himself think anything significant had emerged 
from his visit. * 

H ii . Mr. Bundy observed that the Hanoi ploy vas 
clever; since the bombing question had in the past 
(including Ko Chi Minh’s January 2k letter) been linked 
■publicly with the 'k points', acceptance of the DRV 
offer implied acceptance of the '4 points.' He said Pham 
Van Dong's remarks would, however, call for some careful 
consideration. To Mr. Bundy's question as to whether 
Pham Van Dong had discussed the role of the NLF in negoti¬ 
ations, Ronning said he had not and suggested Hanoi wanted 
to avoid discussing matters that pertained directly to the 

South." 


rch jU, 19^6 

Memorandum (SECRET/EXDIS); To: FE - Mr. Bundy; From: ACA - Harold 
W. Jacobson; Subject: EXDIS Response to Pham Van Dong s Remarks oO 

Ronning. 


"2. According to Ronning's account, the only concrete 
proposal made to him in Hanoi vas Pham Van Dong's last minute 
suggestion that DRV willingness to enter preliminary tal^s 
vith us 'hinges' on the question of our declaration of an uncon¬ 
ditional and permanent halt to the bombing of North Vietnam. We 
could hardly respond positively on this; we could, at best, only 
seek further information. Therefore, instead 01 responding 
directly to the Ronning message, Paul suggested, and David De3n ^ 
and I concur, that' the EXDIS Aide Memoire sent to the DRV through 
Rangoon, February 16, be resubmitted to the D;tV through thu 
Canadians in the course of their routine travels to Hanoi. At 
the same time we could request the Canadians to add the following 
oral comment: 'A representative of the US voulo. be p-cpaiea. 1.0 
discuss the question of talks leading toward 0 peaceful settle¬ 
ment of the conflict in Vietnam at any time. The proposal by ^ 
the North Vietnamese Premier that the US permanently and com¬ 
pletely halt such bombings could, of course, be among the sub¬ 
jects for discussion in such a meeting.' 1 
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f u-.'M 22, 19^ • . v 

Department of State Memorandum for the File. 

"Mr. Paul Martin, Secretary of State for External Affairs, 
Canada, called at 9:0$ AM from Ottawa, to speak to Mr. William 

• Bundy . - . . 


n . . . . His main concern was the long interval - the 
Canadians had had some word from ’Asia' to the effect that they 
too are concerned about the length of time /since the last visit^ 
Mr. Martin said he felt very strongly indeed that they had to 
go back with something - even nothing - even something concri\ed. 

"Mr. Bundy said that any response would not be contrived on 
our side; that he had revieved a proposed message to the Canadian 
Government just yesterday and had mentioned previously to Ambassa¬ 
dor Ritchie that we did not feel that it would be a propitious 
■yjing to moys 'while things are at white hecit. 

"Mr. Martin replied that he appreciated that, but felt that 
what we had to do was establish with 'these people’ the notion - 
Quite genuine on the Canadian side - that we wano to cto something 
and that we are really trying. He stated that the potentiality 
of this matter cannot be minimized. 


• • • . • 


"Mr. Bundy said vc 'would couch our memorandum in such terms 
that it would be up to the Canadians just how our message would 
* be conveyed." / 


' (Drafted by B. M. Moore) 

Department of State Memorandum for the Secretary (through s/s); 
Subject: Pending Vietnam Matters, dated 22 April 1966. 


• • • 


, . Paul Martin is very anxious for a prompt response 
on the Running approach. We still do not see much in it. but 
plainly our relations with Paul Martin alone voai.d dictate as 
forthcoming a response as we con make. I have draited a 1 t-ply , 


William P. P.undy 


. i.vm 
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April 26, i960 . ‘ 

MEMORANDUM TO TilE GOVfireSffilJf OF CANADA 

"l. The Department of State has carefully studied the 
memorandum provided by Ambassador Chester Donning, following 
his trip to Hanoi on March 7-11, and has further considered 
. • Ambassador Homing's personal report to Mr, Bundy on his visit 
on March 20. r . . 

”2. We agree'that the Canadian channel to Hanoi that this 
approach has provided should be kept open, and have refrained 
from proposing a reply up to this poi nt b ecaus e of the pol itical 
crisis in snipon. TO have approached Hanoi in these circun;- 
ctsnces seemed to us unwis e. 

”3. As the Canadian Government is aware, a direct channel 
between the United States Government and Hanoi was opened in 
Rangoon during the period of the recent bombing suspension. . . . 
the record stands that a direct channel has been opened, but that 
Hanoi chooses for the time being net .to employ it. 

"A. Against this background, and in the light of repeated 
North Vietnamese statements insisting upon the acceptance of 
the so-called ‘Four Points' before any discussions or negoti¬ 
ations—and insisting that the US demonstrate such acceptance 
by * concrete acts' such as the unequivocal and permanent cessation 
of bombing of the North—the U5G is unable to evaluate th£ 
message conveyed to Mr. Ronning as indicating ar.y real 'give' 
in Hanoi's position. We understand that Prime Minister Pham 
Van Dong reiterated the DRV's .'four points,' but at the close 
of the conversation suggested or hinted that Hanoi might be pre¬ 
pared to enter into discussions if the US would declare a 
permanent cessation of bombing attacks on the North. It seems 
moot probable that this was still intended to be linked with 
acceptance of the 'four points,' although a contrary interpre¬ 
tation is conceivable. In any event, it should of course be 
clear that the U.S.G. could not accept a unilateral cessation 
of this form of military activity without some reciprocal action 
of the North Vietnamese side involving its infiltration of men 
and equipment into the South and perhaps also the overall level 
of military activity in the.South. 

"5* In the circumstances, the U.S.G. believes that a 
message should be conveyed to Kanoi--either through the regular 
Canadian ICG representatives, or, if desired. Ambassador Ronning— 
which would explore the meaning of the North Vietnamese suggestion 
f-r. fur as possible and reiterate US willingness to pursue the- 
fatter further through the established direct channel. The 
Canadian channel might continue to be used in the event of a 
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forthcoming response. In view of the complexity of the 
jr c UeS that would be involved in any true reciprocal reduc-. 
tion of hostilities, it* would be the U3 hope, however, that 
ifHanoi were interested, the matter would be pursued directly 
as soon as possible. Specifically, the USG suggests that on 
oral Message along the following lines be conveyed m Hanoi 
at the appropriate level: - . 

TEXT • ’ •’ 

"A. The Canadian Government has conveyed to the 
USG the views expressed by Prime Minister Pham Van Dong 
to Ambassador Chester Ronning on March 11. The reaction 
of the USG indicated that it could not accept the apparent 
suggestion that the USG must agree to a permanent cessa¬ 
tion of the bombing of North Vietnam as a unilateral 
and non-reciprocated pre-condition to the holding ox 
discussions. The Canadian Government knows, from the 
public and private statements of US representatives, 
that the US is itself pi'epared for discussions or nego¬ 
tiations without any preconditions whatever, and that 
it would also be prepared to consider a reciprocal 
reduction in hostilities in Vietnam, which could include 
the Question of the hashing of North Vietnam. However, 
action concerning the latter, as the Canadian Government 
understands the US view, could not he undertaken uni- 
laterally in the absence of reciprocal measures Dy North 
Vietnam. The Canadian Government is confident the USG 
would be interested in any indication the DRV was inter¬ 
ested in such reciprocal actions, and of what sort. 
Moreover, interest was expressed by the USG as to whether 
the remarks of Prime Minister Pham Van Dong indicatea 
the possibility that mutual and reciprocal reductions 
in military activity might in themselves serve to^ create 
the possibility for holding of discussions or talr-s. 

"B. The Canadian Government is assured that the 
USG vould be pi'epared at any time to discuss directly 
and in fullest confidence the respective positions of 
the USG and the North Vietnamese Government and the 
possible means of reconciling these positions and moving 

• toward a peaceful settlement of the Vietnam conflict. 

"C. The Canadian Government km own that the US would* 

• be interested in any response, or any indication of its 
position in any respect, that the Government 01 North^ 
Vietnam might wish to communicate to the Government ox 
Cm iaaa • 
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,vll ?6, 1 9 >'& • # 

/ccnbasfyr 01TAV7A 1^3 to SecState (SECRET/kODIS) * 

"1. I delivered the memorandum contained dn i reftel to 
Ex toff Min 2-iartin. . . . 


"3. Martin . , . said that he had been concerned that 
on our part night call into Question Cannes s ciedibility 
end this vas the reason why 'in the absence of Dean and you and 
Charles Ritchie' he had 'impulsively picked up the telephone' and 
called-Bundy. He vent on to say that the U.S. had been assured that 
nothing that vas in- -our national interest to know vould be withheld; 
nevertheless GOC did have important information of vhich it vas 
the sole possessor. ..." 

BUTTERV.'ORTH 


• ril 30, 19&S 

C:a\ Message (Final Draft) 

"A. The Canadian Government has conveyed to the United 
States Government the views expressed by prime Minister Pham 
Van Dong to Ambassador Chester Ronning on March 11 ... . 

"B. The Canadian Government told the United States 
Government that, on the basis of the impressions gained by 
Ambassador Chester Ronning, the D.R.B.U. vould be prepared 
* to have informal talks if there were an unconditional under¬ 
taking by the United States to cease bombing and all acts of 
var against North Vietnam. The reaction of the United States 
Government indicated that it could not accept a suggestion iri 
these terms, that is to say, that it must agree to a permanent 
cessation of the bombing of North Vietnam as a unilateral and 
non-rcciprocated precondition tc the holding of discussions. 


"C. The Canadian Government knows, from the public and 
private statements of U.S. representatives, that the United 
States is itself prepared to engage in discussions or negoti-* 
at ions ’without preconditions. If this could not be done on 
the North Vietnamese side without preconditions involving thc- 
question of halting the bombing of North Vietnam, the Canadian 
Government understands that the United States vould be prepared 
to proceed towards talks on the basis of a reciprocal reduction 
in hostilities in Vietnam of which a cessation of the bombing 
of North Vietnam would be one element. The Canadian Government 
is confident that the United States Government would be interested 
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{it v indication that the D.R.V.W. was prepared to consider 
c\:v'h n reciprocal reduction in hostilities and, if so, of 


: ort. T'ne Canadian Government also believes that the 
United States Government would be prepared to contemplate 


the possibility of a mutual and reciprocal reduction in mil¬ 
itary activity. This might in itself serve to create the 
possibility for the holding of discussions or talks. 

"D. The Canadian Government knows that the United States 
vouM be interested in any response* or any indication of its 
position in any respect, that the Government of North Vietnam 
might vish to communicate to the Government of Canada. 

m E. The United States Government are interested in 
seeing the Canadian.channel kept open. The Canadian Govern¬ 
ment is also assured that the United States Government vould 
be prepared at any time to discuss directly and in fullest 
confidence the respective positions of the United States 
Government and the North Vietnamese Government and the possible 
means of reconciling these positions and moving toward a peace¬ 
ful settlement of the Vietnam conflict." 


?, 1966 


KfltORANDUM (SECREr/KODIS); To: Mr. Bundy; From: Paul II. Kreisberg; 
Subject: Ronning II 


"The draft Canadian oral message based upon our .April 26th 


memorandum to the GOC seems to me to be essentially satisfactory 
and to accurately reflect the spirit of our original memorandum. 


6 , 1966 


Note to the Secretary (SECRET/NODIS) 

"Ambassador Waller (Australia) came to see me this after¬ 
noon and asked point blank about what Chester Ronning was up 
to. In the circumstances, I decided that the only thing to do 
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cessation of bombing, and secondly that if this was the 
suggestion we could not'accept it on a unilateral basis but 
would have to know what Hanoi proposed to do itself.. . • . 


V/illiara P.. Bundy 


V.-.y 9. 
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Department of-State, Note to the Secretary (SECRET/l;ODIS) 




"Walt Rostov heard from the Ranch today that the President 
has indicated that if you wish we may give Ottawa approval of 
the attached revised Ronning oral message to Hanoi without 
checking back with him, but the President asked whether we might 
not have to override tMRjvVHt.-tcal .-initiati ve with a more far- 
.reaching 'one if we Tinea THs air act ionaghgmsu l.vil now^bet 1 —— 

jessed, by' tOD.^ 

"Under these circumstances, do you wish the revised draft 
to be given to the Canadians at this time?" 

Benjamin H. Read 


!‘ . y 15> 39^s 

STATE 1219 to Amenfoassy OTTAWA (SECRET/iIODIS) 


" 5 . We would prefer that Ronning . . . make the following 
points: 

(a) He understands that the ICRC in accordance with 
its traditional neutrality and independence stands ready to 
make its services available to prisoners on both sides 01 this 
coiiflict. . . . 


(c) He has reason to believe that the U.S. would be 
prepared to discuss arrangements for a possible release or 
e/change of these prisoners, either through the Reel Ci'oss, or 
through another intermediary, or directly. North Vietnamese 
ntivity to such a move would be ar: important step toward 
lessening of tension. 

" 6 . We would not won't Ronning to raise the issue of ’war 
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crimes trials', partly because there are recent indications 
that Hanoi does not intend to go through with its threat to 

try the 5ie raen. ..." # 

RUSK (Drafted by F. A. Sieverts) 

I % * . T . 

May 2h, 1966 

SAIGON TT External h2 Jnrned DE DELHI 

"Following is text of Hanoi Tel CHlhl Kay 21: Begins: 
For Commissioner only from Donahue QUOTE Uas requested to 
attend r.tg with Van Lau today at 1330 hours. After brief 
exchange of pleasantries he got right down to business. He 
gave us well rehearsed surmary of the Vietnam situation, . 
reaffirming time and again that the USA and her satellites 
• were cause of the present situation. He stated that in 

spite of vcrld opinion condemning her policy, the USA was 
intensifying and expanding the war. 

"2. QUOTE At the end of this talk he said he did not 
rpt not have a let to give me but he did give me an Aide 
Memoire which laid out the point of view of his Govt. I am 
enclosing full text of this note. He requested that I bring 
the point of view of his Govt, to your attn as well as their 
views on the proposals made by our PM on Kay 2. He empha¬ 
sized this last point. 


"3. QUOTE Following is full text of note QUOTE Par A1 - 
Everybody knows that the deep root and the iniaed cause of the 
present serious situation in Vietnam lie in the USA policy of 
intervention and aggression. At present, the USA Govt, keep 
sending more USA and satellite troops to South Vietnam in an 
attempt to intensify and expand its war of aggression there, 
at the same time frenziedly QUOTE escalating UNQUOTE its air 
var against the DRVII evilly committing countless crimes against 
the Vietnamese people. So far it has refused to recognize the 
four-point stand of the Govt, of the DRVIi and to recognize 
the South Vietnam National Front for Liberation as the sole 


genuine rep of the people of South Vietnam. It is obvious that 
the USA policy of aggression vis-a-vis Vietnam remains unchanged. 
2. Tiie Govt, of the DRVIi once again affirms that if the USA - 
Govt, really desires a peaceful settlement it must* recognize 
the four-point stand of the lBVII Govt., prove this by actual 
deeds; it must announce a definitive and unconditional end to 
its air raids and all other actions of war against the Democratic 
Republic of Vietnam. Only then will it be possible to envisage 


a. 










a*.-; •• iiL'Djv) 
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n political solution to the Vietnam problem. 3- According, 
to recent reports from Western news agencies, on Kay, l?oo 
fmr.f vp came out with a proposal or measure for a settle- 
2 ** 5 ? tile nctm* problem, it is to bo Wetted-th* this 
proposal conforms neither to the fundamental provisions of the 
4 Geneva Agreements on Vietnam, nor to the actual situation 
in Vietnam. . It makes no rpt no distinction between the USA 
which is the aggressor and the Vietnamese people who arc tne 
victims of aggression fighting in self-defence. It docs not 
rnt not meet the four-point stand of the DRVii Govt. However, 
out of good will, we consider that Mr. Ronning’s visit to _ 
Hanoi may be agreed to as proposal.by the CDN Govt. ^ The timing 
of the visit will be intimated in due course. Hanoi May 2l/oo 

Ui,-QUOTE. 


MOORE 


J une 3> 19&> 

OTTAWA 1635 to SecState ( SECRET/kODIS) 

coc learned today that Ronning mission acceptable 
to Hanoi in mid-June, so Ronning expected fly to^IIanoi from 
Saigon on ICC aircraft June lh and return June lo. 


” 3 . Extaff has Queried whether Dept, has any comment 
for It on that section of John Finney article in IiY Tl:es ox 
June 3 which stated that USG QUOTE has sent a new message to 
Hanoi pledging willingness to cease bombing if NVW, under¬ 
pays form of international verification, stops infiltiating 
troops into SVN. These diplomatic overtures have been con¬ 
veyed to Peking and Hanoi in recent days through diplomatic 
channels and through private, informal meetings by individuals^ ^ 
who were understood to know administration thinking. EiiD QUOTm. 

HUTTEit-JOMTH • . • 
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'• :>Z12 to SecState (SECRTT/hODIS) 

"1. it would be less disturbing if Canadians were to'leave 
CVIJ about Ronning mission to UD. However v;c recojtiizj 
ti.Js not satisfy Canadians, and that may be behind their 

f *r to c3e:ir their approach in advance. . • . 
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" 3 . We, of course, will ...» use argument that 
Canadians wished to pursue matter, ve hud no wish to dis¬ 
courage them, and while vc do not expect results \rc will 
keep GVii informed." . 

1 

LODGE 


June 6 , 1 966 

rnUSSELS SECTO 87 to SecState (TOP SECRET/kODIS); Eyes Only for 
Secretary McNamara from Secretary Rusk. ' * 


"Reference your telegram on Ronning, you may have seen 
iy telegram to the President. I an deeply disturbed by 
general international revulsion, and perhaps a great deal at 
home, if it becor^cs^ that wr tn -1 nH-.ion sabotag ed 

loaning mission + n ^h ich we l eri ( pvpn pnp p^re.-^nt.. I 
(recognize agony of this problem for all concerned. We could 
bioke arrangements to get an immediate report from Ronning. If 
he has a negative report, as we expect, that provides a firmer 
b ase for the action we contemplate and wo uld make a diff ere nce 
to people like TTllooh and ^Pearson. If,~oh the other hand, he 
I /learns that there is any serious breakthrough toward peace, the 
President would surely want to knew of that before an action 
which would knock such a possibility off the tracks. I strongly 
f>prpfnrp a.-ainst n inth or tenth. I regret this 
because o f my maximum desire to support, yon and ^ycn3r~~colicagug s 
"“ "liPyUUb tou.rS inh . " , j 

RUSK ‘ '’.**■'* 
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SA1C0N 5379 to SecState (SECRET/lJODIS) 
Section one of two. 




Moore then launched into a long talk full of miscel¬ 


laneous items about- what he has picked up in Worth Viet-Nam, as 
follows: , 




J id tWd 

* - - 'Ll i l 


The North Vietnamese Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Moore that the I.a Pira peace feeler had been genuine, 
Hanoi regime had had to denounce it when the leak came. 



Moore was very emphatic on 

the whole danger of talking 


the danger of leaks, and, in 

a great deal and having a lot 
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of publicity about peace feelers. He said that Hanoi have 
'played ball* as regard's keeping quiet on the first Ronuing 
trip, and he believed they would do so this time. 

"5. In particular, he deplores a U.S. statcyient which 
jpe said vas -ttQde^by McCloskey on June 3, which gave in public 
y almost exactly wliat the ilubs Lance was of what"the Canadians 
/ were planning'to say in private. ... 


LODGE • 


Section two of two.- - 1 

"12.On the natter of a public statement explaining 

the reason for the Ronning trip, he said it was clear that Hanoi 
did not like any talk about ’a new role for the Commission 1 and 
th^t would not be used as an explanation. 

* '/ "13• Moore agrees with his Polish colleague that there is 

/ a 'will to talk* in Hanoi and cited the receptiveness to the 

( suggestion that Ronning could come as an illustration. 

"1^. He talked a good deal about conversations which he 
hod had with Ha Van lau, the Hanoi regime's liaison man with 
the ICC, and honorary colonel and a professional French-trained 
civil servant. Lau said: 'The U.S. must show its sincerity by 
its deeds.' At a number of dinners and lunches, where he con¬ 
stantly ran into Iau, the conversation always‘was*on Lau's part 

4 and the other guests around him: 'How can this war be ended?' 

Lau often discussed reunification, with discussions running some¬ 
thing like this: 'After the fighting stops, there should be a 
fairly long interval, during which the status quo continues with 

• "the two countries divided at the 17 th parallel, depending on 
the circumstances. After that, it would be possible to see 
whether there were some changed ideas in Saigon and Hanoi.' 

But, Moore said, Implicit in everything that Lau said was that 

. thc liIlF vas tho °nly legitimate group and would, of course, have 
to be the government of South Viet-fcam." 


LOUGH • • 
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STATE 3563 to Aacnbassy TOKYO (TCP SECRET/kODIS): Li*.., ' 

Only for Ambassador from Secretary * v% 4V1 * v Byes 


.1. As you know from discussion at Baguio *•- 1 , 

, have had tinder continuing consideration the pos^».' We 

' ^aah^ pgJa aLPOL installat ions in DRV, notnb.lv Uy of 

Hanot jja ntaiintions , whic Ti ull ' Jd s -b fcuts ido oil- " ** ' .V >w d 

an areas w h ere we beJi ^ ca VJ J. lan cfl g iia N.- i rr. U.." ; 1 ' 1 ° n iEl 
exrreneJ y^lov figures u nde? tTTe r " nr-ih^T^J.". ' '' 

good veatner and daylight operations. r vulcs or 






• * * • -Assuming that the operation were to h 
between now- and early July, we request your person , V ™ nducted 

°? *? * he level of Japanese reaction to be antic in , , ' n3escaen t 
attitude GOJ might take. . . . J ,u d and the 


RUSK. (Drafted by W. p. Bundy) 


STATE to Amembassy V3E!iTIAKE 802; Info: Aaembassy m"PU»\ . , 
/.•icmoassy SAIGON 39H (SECRET/nODIS) Y OTLUA 'Al. 


and 


«P 

Jmtt ip y ° Ur arran S^ent with Kaclellan tu . , 

th?< l Q * exactly ri £ ht ‘ You should find otfeasic.,, , 

tha^ meeting and to makp ah^inioi,, -- - . " »’c-con 


confirm 


“ d t0 Cutely sure Jou Z coonMt ,, 


risk (Drafted by W. r. Bundy) 



(c.r.l v-‘ V V. KO ° r ,° r ^ countcd a conversation of , 

*^y) with a senior DRV For*!-, , , '/'f 

1 ul.rj 
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official.vho said tint there will be no DRV press release 
on the Ronning visit this time and he hoped tint the 
Canadians would likewise malic no public statement. The 
official vent on to say that his Government presumes that 
Peking knows about the Ronning visit but the DRV neverthe¬ 
less wished to avoid the added affront that might'be given by 
its beang .publicly announced. Moore speculated that an 

added factor might be that Ho Chi Kinh might still be present 
jin PcKlng. . . • 


% 


Ju-e .15., 1966 ^ 

DOM'D*!, JUKE 15 (REUTERS) - 

"Prime Minister Harold Wilson hinted today that another 
peace initiative in Vietnam might be made soon. 

"The Prime Minister said a mission to Hanoi last year 
by Junior Minister Harold Davies was greatly harried by 
premature publicity. J 

.1 sn : ] r. be careful to say nothing today,’ Wilson told 
a meeting ms parliamentary labor party. ’This does not 
r , ean ,that there will be none. f 

"Diplomatic observers in London thought Wilson nay have 
been referring to the mission of special Canadian Envoy 
Chester Ronnings. • • • . ' 

* " 0friclals in Ottava today said Ronning was now in Hanoi 

0.1 his second mission since March." 


£L'.12C6 

Lss-/s' S ° 5; Lnfo: Amenbassy OTTAWA 1349 and 
-.. siAJuOI; 39 ^ 3 . Ryes Only for Charge. 

If- 


f. L-' 


r..-,- ; tivr. ,. nv.uu.ng, 11 ne should gi 

i. is Sh 0 S d inCiUiro Particularly v/hethe 

•.Me - W jr “ wediate cabl ° re P°rt to his government in 

* !: (drafted by W. p. Bundy) 











GTTAV'A 1T10 to SecState (SECRET/KODIS) 


• . • • • 


"Martin said' he had given Ronrririg instructions to be 
vciy careful, depending on v/hat he comes out vith, about 
what he tells our people in Vientiane. He is instructed in 
any case to send a full report as promptly as possible to 
Martin himself. ..." 


SCOIT . . 

% 

,’unc lB, 19 o 6 

SAICOH 5628 to SecState (SECEEP/lCODIS) 

"Moore has nore than clammed up. He regrets he is 
under strict instructions not rpt not to .tall; to us until 
he reports to Ottawa. . . . His instructions provide that 
Ottawa will, do the talking. . . ." 

LODGE 

VIEiiTIAHE 1335 to SecState; Info: Ottawa $3 and .Saigon 65 b (SECRET/ 
ROD IS) 


"l. ... I was unable see Ronning during his brief 
stopover here this morning. Maclellan apparently received 
two days ego categorical instructions from Ottawa that 
Running was to see no one rpt no one on his.return from 
Hanoi. ..." 











Krciobcrg first vas to emphasize his crave concern that 
5f£Srtio« in military action in Vietnam by 0.8. In 
Mediate future would jeopardize Canadian fiood faith with 
jSnoi and rake it appear U.K. used Eonnins as means o. 
obtaining negative readout on negotiations which wool 
justify escalation." 


SCOTT • 

21 , 1966 

OTTAWA to Sec State 17^0 FLASH (SECRET/eXDIS); For Secretary fren 
Lundy- 


"2. Basically, Hanoi turned Ronning down cold^on 
their paying any price whatever for the cessation of 
bombing. It is Ronning's impression that they understood 
his message to relate to preliminary talks of the character 
that vc had had in Rangoon. In other words, Hanoi ep^eare 
to Ronning to be saying that they v n^n no^ ryc-r. 

1- uwc fo iVnn 11r.lgf.sv e agreed to cease bee ping, tOu r _ 13 y ^ 

^ their terms, without any reci pr ocal amJon ^11 i 

'*3. Ronning thinks Hanoi had hoped he v:as b^^nsin^ 
scraetbing more forthcoming than our familiar position calling 
for reduction of hostilities to be reciprocal. DRV Reps 
did refer specifically to cur June 3 spokes-i^n s oc.auc..^n 
on this subject, which of course had simply rep=ab„u 
position ve had stated many times, most specincal-y in oir 
reply to the British last August. Martin this afternoon ga.e 
me no hint of recrimination because of our having repeat 
this position publicly, but this remains a potentially trouble¬ 
some point that he may raise this evening. 

“4. Having covered the question of conditions xor pre¬ 
liminary talks, Ronning went on to have a general discussion^ 
of the conditions under which there might be QTu a cease-ixre 
end negotiations UNQT2. The DRV foreign minister dealt very * 
generally with this subject, but the total DRV cc...,.ent cpj-a.t- 
to add ut) to there being a satisfactory prior underuvanning, 
before QTK negotiations UIIQTJS, os to (1) our recognition of the 
status of the HIE (not spelled out); (2) return ct (sic) t.ne 
19/! Agreements; (3) withdrawal of U.S. forces (not specia iec^ 
whether this must take place prior to negotiations or ss to tee 
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ultimate result); (H) the four points. Horning did not get 
Into detail on these questions, but the litany soun- -< 
f uniliar. 

Tlie only conceivable sign of life in all the con 

is that the DRV Rons did say 

>ijfts was not_rcpc nt - P rrh U necessary 


"5* 

versation 

^ re 


ncccptar.ee of the fobT point s v ' :iG nob ££££& 


^:.^V^n r i. r^-^TT^ary tall^s. The only cation xor such 
•sSrkircnV taiS ~o“ unTTateral cessation of bombing. 
Hovevcr, Z I have noted above, this appears to relate only 
» n om n* Pan' T oon-type contact j and 35 io any 

TAr points*are still in the picture. 

Conclude that the resalt is clearly negative and I hope 
Jo eSnfira .tore eate E orically tonight that Pearson and Martin 
accent, this. I also expect to get into the question of what 
t}, e y*will be saying in their Parliament, hy am thought is 
V ?t they might say that Ronning was seeking on Canadian 
initiative to see whether a basis could oe establishea xor 
talks ax,tong the interested parties. His conclusion was that 
no such basis as yet existed. This kind of formula would 

i/q r tin's saving what the positions were or whether he ^ 
agreed with the American position, which I surmise he would oe 
reluctant to do. 1 

LUTTERWORTH 
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rl 


IS'-'ORAKDUK 0? COI^VERSATION (SECRET/EXDIS); Subject: Visit oj. 

Ronning to Hanoi, June H.-17, ^66; Participants: 
fpv>c> adorable Paul Martin, Minister Ox External Axic-rs, 
J-^vthor Chester RsnninE, Governor* of Canada; Hr. Ralph Collins, 
Ur.der Secretary, Ministry of External Affairs; Hr. Claus GoiCsCh.- 
Director of Ear Eastern. Affairs, Ministry tf Wenal/R;***^ 
r- Th^aas D^lvorth. Vietnam Desk 0friccr> tiinist^y - _ x , 

: United States: Mr. Willis* >. Bundy, Assistant Secretary 
’for Par Eastern Affairs; Minister Joseph W. Scott, teerican B*hs-y, 
Ottawa; Mr. Paul H. Kreisberg, OlC, Mainland China An , 

"1. Ambassador Penning said that he was met on his ^ 
arrival in Hanoi by Le Thanh, Director of the EOrth American 
Division of the DRV Foreign Ministry. He was greeted warmly 
nr.i given the test suite in the Government's guest house in 
Hanoi, considerably better accomodations than ue haa had dui n b 
his first visit in March. The evening of the sane aay, June l‘> 
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The next day, June 15, Ronning was received by V:cc 
Foreign Minister Kguycn Go Thach. Ambassador Ronning conveyed 




OO 


MODI r* 


















to Thoch the oral message .with which he had been provided 
by tl»c US Government and requested th 3 t Tkach pass it on 
to ills superiors in the DRV Government. Thach agreed to do 
ro but gave his personal opinion that it woo doubtful a 
favorable response would be forthcoming. . . . 

\ 

” 3 . % Latcr in the afternoon of June 15, Ronning saw PAVW 
3CC liaison officer. Col. Ha Van Lao. Ka analyzed at great 
Jength the Vietnamese situation—both Korth and South—empha¬ 
sizing that the North Vietnamese vere prepared to resist 
indefinitely, that no matter how much the U.S. increased its 
efforts the Korth Vietnamese had the ability to deal with the 
situation, and that the US would inevitably be defeated in 
South Vietnam. He claimed the Viet Cong vere winning every¬ 
where and that recent South Vietnam political difficulties proved 
the US. did not have the confidence of the people. He also said 
criticisms of US policy in the US, specifically referring to 
if-nator Fulbright and Y/alter Lippmann, also proved that there 
v :s a lack of American confidence in President Johnson. He 
Laid, however, that the DRV was not counting on US opinion to 
Lin but on the strength of 'the Vietnamese people themselves.' 


• • • • 

"5» On the third day, June l 6 , Ambassador Ronning saw 
the highest official to whom he was given access on this trip, 
Foreign Minister Kguyen Day Trinh, who, however, received him 
in his concomitant capacity as Vice Premier. Trinh said that the 
US oral message had been considered and that the Korth Vietnamese 
h.d been disappointed that Ronning had brought a reply similar to 
j •vsjapor reports with which the DRV was already familiar. He 
mid there was nothing in the Ronning message that the DRV had 
: >t c3read;/ considered.and accused the Canadians of joining with 
the US in another 'peace offensive'. He said he had considered 
the Canadians to be sincere and to have had good will which was 
why they had accepted the offer of good offices by the Government 


Canada. He rejected as impossible, however, any suggestion 
•hat the DRV pay a price for a halt of US bombing of Korth Vietnam 
rsing's interpreter told him the next morning that part of the 
r."son the US proposal had been rejected was that the DRV could 
i-ot permit the US to believe it was so concerned about US bombing 
•-hit it would pay a price for its halt.) He furthermore charged 
y the US had been escalating the war since Ronning* •• s last visit 
1?i larch and asked how it was possible for Ronning to be in Viet- 
* ‘ negotiating' while this was going on. Ronning denied that 

v ‘ ;; ong-agir.g in 'negotiations' but was simoly trying to dis- 

‘ -t» 


• r, vwr vlfr-thor there were any mutually acceptable bases on which 
~ toward a peaceful settlement of the Vietnam conflict 

•• • Ronning ashed Trinh whether his remarks- meant 
"■::n DRV proposal was now being withdrawn. Trinh sale 
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».•srtiftSX s satwrar 

vrl ,.I.jl .« P I whether, if the DOT concluded that 

: , ineinccrc end that it Inched confidence- in - 

r. C r,:,'1- X l »ill ad efforts to contribute to an honor- 
t: ‘ '-.*, 1 ‘ n t there was any point in continuing the aio- 

•' 1C .'^- farther and in keeping the 'Canadian' channel open, 
err. none J l ' r “th. Mca ot that Penning*s presentation to 

,‘. r I"\?toi r. Minister Thach had shewed 'lack of appreciation 
Y--° o* * , . e^ded that- it was the US ettituae 

‘'f 'r'thc llOT objected prtaSiiy and that the north Yietnar.ese 
will'd io kip the door open through the Canadians for any 

farther developments. 

” 6 . Ronning asked Trinh whether the DRY could put for- 
vj.ru any new counter-proposal. He inquired, as an example, . 

‘ t>* the possibility of an over-all settlement inclu-mg a 
ci-.refirc throughout Vietnam. Trinh said 'This all depenas 
t . 4 tie US attitude*. Aside from halting its tombing of hortn 
vWr.Ba, Which must he done before any talks could oe ns-d, the 
L.v would have to 'recognize the HLF position,' abide by the 
v turns of the 1954 Geneva Agreements, and withdraw its forces and 
hoses from South Vietnam. 

'7 pining said that Trinh had referred to the KLF 'Five 
Faints' # as among those elements which would have to be accepted 
: . the US but was ambiguous as to whether this would hejpzx o 
t.*:e discussions leading toward an armistice or of a final 
rett lament. He said that he had clarified specifically vith^ 
loth Thach and Trinh that acceptance of the DRV 'Four Points 
,M a cessation of fighting in South Vietnam were not precon- 
d Itions for preliminary DRV-US talks. Ronning emphasized tne^DrtV 
; :ition vac that if the US stopped bombing completely, the DRV 
v r. prepared to talk. 

"3. Trinh did not himself specifically refer to the DRV 
*>'..• r Points' ner se , although he mentioned individual points in . 

V. ‘: course of his presentation. (On the day of Ronning's departure 
j ver, Le Thanh of the Foreign Ministry noted specifically^to 
; r.ir.g that the 'Four Points' were also 'an element', one of 
problems that would have to be discussed.) 

" 9 . Ronning aske'd Trinh whether, if tie US clariiied its 
7 - Itlcn on the KLF, agreed to the withdrawal of its troops, and 

• •< s to eh 4 do by the 195 I 1 Geneva Agreements. The DRV would 
. rr.rar.u to enter into negotiations. Trinh said 'It all 

. on the US reply, but the current US attitude would ho\e 

* ■ • •.* v.' Penning emphasized that his entire presentation and 

T» r!:s during thin j-arl of tho convt isaliou viwi TiUi.n 

< •' r ' / jyt* 1 oi:l ti.'hu be hvd t L • l-v\ iii 


- • • ' . v tiJ. I o ^ un: rely t-o o- j 1 

-• - r ^‘ vC li.o D:W position. 
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"10. On the final d?y of the trip, June IT, Le Thanh 
reiterated to Donning that the DRV had confidence in Canadian 
sincerity and good will and wished to l:cop the door open if 
the Government of Canada had anythine- to say. Ronning added he 
replied that, similarly, if the pRV had anything to say it 
could contact the Canadian representative on the 'ICC, Moore. 

II * 4 * 

11. In, response to questions asked by others present 
at Ambassador Ronning's debriefing, Ronning made the following 
observations which he did not attribute to specific DRV 
individuals but which he said had been made during his con¬ 
versations in Hanoi: 

. a. The North Vietnamese vere confident that the 
US would eventually bomb Hanoi and Haiphong and lay waste much 
of North Vietnam. They expected this and were prepared for it. 
lie remarked that on June lp, while he was in Hanoi, there had 
been an air raid alarm which had sent the population scurrying 
to many shelters which had been built in the city. He thought 
nn observation plane might have been responsible for the alarm 
ond said he had seen no planes (there was a heavy cloud cover) 
or heard any bombing. He noted that a US plane was said to have 
been downed in the suburbs of Hanoi a few days before his 
arrival and that the diplomatic corps had been taken to see 
the plane and had been given fragments as souvenirs. The 
Canadian ICC millvary representative, however, was not permitted 
to make this 'excursion'. 

b. DRV officials told Ronning that Premier Pham Van 
Dong was not in Hanoi at the time but did not specify where he 
vus. In response to Ronning's own question as to Ho Chi Minh's 
vhereabouts, officials said Ho was not in Communist China and 
labeled as 'rumors' reports that he was on such a trip. The 
question of whether he had been in the CPR was not raised. 


c. DRV ofiicials on at least one occasion strongly 
criticized the Government of Canada for its role on the ICC 
Commission in Laos. 


d. Officials had specifically told Ronning that they 
vuuld attend a Geneva-type conference on Vietnam. (This presum- 
l 'i ^ n ^ the col *text of the general conditions under which 
, vould a sree to negotiations) and observed that they 
'•acid favor French participation in such a conference. 


twbj 

I ... • 
«• •• L 


e. No emphasis v. r as placed in the conversati 
ect of 'reunification' but it was raised by DRV o 
context of observance of the 195h Geneva Agree: 
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merely reiterating that both supported North Vietnam and 
were fraternal count rich of the PRY. 

”12. Minister of External Affairs Martin asked Ambassador 
ponning several tines to make clear whether there was any ambi- 
ruitv in his mind as to whether Hanoi war. prepared to talk, 
oolelv on the basis of an end to the US bombing. Ronning was 
absolutely convinced there was no ambiguity on this point ana 
that be interpreted DRV reference to be to informal bilateral 
talks with the US, not to formal negotiations or a Geneva-type 
conference. Mr. Goldschlag summarized the DRV position as 
Ror.ning appeared to have garnered it as a three-stage position: 

( 1 ) an end to US bombing on DRV terras; (2) informal bilateral 
rr>V-US talks; (3) a multilateral Geneva-type conference. Ronning 
oni Martin a C reed this v:as an accurate station » the Canaaians _ 

understood it. 

"13. In a subsequent private conversation, Ronning told 
Kreisberg that he had been totally depressed following his con- 
versation with Trinh and that ho had not detected any flint cn 
frinh’s part of a desire to put forward any new or alternative 
proposals which Ronning might bring bacx. 

"lk. At the conclusion of the conversation, Mr. Bundy 
observed that it was very difficult to perceive where there was 
any 'handle' by which to grab hold of the views expresses. oy 
DRV officials to Ambassador Ronning but that the USG woa_a. care 
fully evaluate Ronning*s observations as conveyed during ohe 
present meeting. 

’' 25 . Comment: Ronning's manner and attitude following h.io 
June trip to Hanoi was markedly more sober and subdued tnan it 
was after his March trip. In March Ronning clearly felt that he may 
have gotten some hint of a shift in the DRV position which posett 
the possibility of further hopeful development. He was anxious at 
that time for the US to consider urgently its evaluation 01 t^e 
DRV line to the GOC so that some further move might be undertaken. . 
At no point during Ronning's remarks following his June orlp u.o b- Il ' x 
did he personally hint at any opening or flexibility in tne Dn. 
position or that he had emerged frevi his current mission vith^ary 
information which required further consideration and might ofier^ 
the possibility for yet a third effort. Minister of External A.•.j.&irs 
Martin, however, repeatedly emphasized on his side tha^ a.ae D.:v 
had agreed to keep open the Canadian channel and t:i?.^ this was 
J.vporlnnt. Ronning did not demur from this position, ana in - uCu • 

: „recd that Hanoi had. been ’.rilling to keep the channel open but ^ 
ciiored i.o cncouiTsgeiuciit or suggestion as to how it oc u-r.u 
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. r.l to 1remorandun for the Record (S£CREl , /j;Or; T S); Subject: 

: r Me c-ling with Paul Martin and Other Canadians, June 21, 1966 . 

t 

I. - The Ronning Mission 
* *• ” ' ! " 1 1 

"A. It vas entirely clear at the din ner that all the 
C mndian p c rticirsntc cccc-ntcd that Kenning had”found no sinn 
of ’civc** in Hanoi’sposition. ‘ 7 ^ 


n 

■ d 
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II 
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"B- While Martin attested come recrimination s in the US 
}-:.J3ing of the mission, by the close of the'discuss ion ve 
bci irve v:,e."e nag been dealt with and will not appear in any 
malic discussion by him . ■ -- 

.... Martin early in the dinner launched into a coovolaint 
that our position had not been forthcoming enough. Mr. Bundy said 
that vc could have taken no other position on a unilateral cessa¬ 
tion of bombing, and with this Martin wholly agreed. Ke then vent 
or. .d suggest that ve night have said something more about the 
status of the IIP, end Banning Jnadc the suggestion that vc might 
at some point that ve were prepared to treat the KIP as 
t> bollj.gcren^ group . 1 Mr. Bundy argued that any recognition of 
the KIP as an independent party would prejudice the whole possi¬ 
bility cf a stable.political settlement in the South and simply 
could not be contemplated, particularly with the existing political 
Viu.kr.css i n the South. . . 
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Secondly, Martin, and to some degree Ronning, thought that 
June 3 press statement on reciprocal reductions of hostilities 
/. have queered the mission. Ronning’s account of his mission 
' Ti t I ‘^ r * Kreisberg’s separate memorandum) had indicated 

1 e P r ^“ 2 ntatives haa .referred to his press statement, • 

•'* ‘". iQ u £ ;hc or.at they had expected something more 

’ mission. . . . when ve had been forced to 

- “I'H* ,° n t “ C ?in V ey leak of Juno 3 about the Warsaw talks (which 

haa becn forced on us by a Senatorial indiscretion) 
J\° f cpe2t Precisely the position that we had always 

- , , ” e could cor - cider action concerning the bombing 
. d Xa — reciprocal action, ’for examrle’ relating to 

r r: activity, and Ilorth Vietnamese military 

* J7i tx.w uOUCXl* • • • 

% ‘ 

C py°r al of the Canadians vor,cored whnt sort of 
.‘y ; . ■ 3 1 j!UVC expected Hanoi to make to the agreed meccano. 
Y ‘ ‘.. , J 7 ’ z ' \° ve had one experience with 

.. , . . ., r . . ■■■*“ at siiouuu watch the- 

• - . ■ c ■* , rviv V a..a J.orth Yic-tnamese military presence 
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• •' * • t,lc ‘ re VQS a long discussion of Hanoi's state of 
B;,nd * /‘ r * expressed the view that Hanoi had dua itself 

t U +h^S l-'- ,i>r 'T^ a3 t t Cir handl - tn - of thr - pause showed, and ' 
that the po.1-o.ic.al croualcs in the South would seem logically 

to be encouraging to Hanoi. At the same ttee, ve vere getting 

evidence tint our pressures in the South were exerting on effect 

and even some third county evidence that the bombing was havir-' 

o cumulative depressing effect in the North. It was now clearly 

l ^frftance to get the political situation in the South 

l t . h \ c ^ST a ,r l , ei r! ions - “■ «*•«-* - doL; icti 

^ to . show s0£ie si G ns ° r Cive in 3-4 months, 
although lie vas noo sanguine that Hanoi would be ready to call the 


operation off by the end of the year 


21. - Points delated to Bombing Policy 


"At no point did Mr. Bundy refer specifically to any fo-th- 

tkc coarsc of the 

1 * clcsi»ta j.omts uo be msae and discussed, as follows: 


^* Possibility of Chinese Intervention 


virtually ?£$ B T 3 t ne hSi ! lons «“»■«•» « this, in which 


1 . ,dy gP^C 3-£^ca2 1y _ sti id t hat we had no i ntention of 

I'7.77. hiV - or mining the KaiTTTr 


: \ 

V 
C t 


•Iters cc^tt ! S.S 4 il il rf’ ° n tjtyestir.g account of the air raid 

•H •■« toad'Jheao s".i^ Sr ‘“ flatly that «■* 

•'1 uvor sr.y US w< Dn - v-lT* 7 ° stlso expressed grave con- 

, ( h , c:r .' 1 tepdea to throw the North Vietnamese 

• isi r.t: -'f.''*•••..- +v^*77 77■’„? a;i ' Ca > ‘ e t;lou ght would be disastrous 
•• hr-,-,-,- ,*7 L - rtn •i&t.n-eaose position and in bringing 

w :y4aid‘t^t ^ £nd evc ‘ ,ti:31 in North Vietnam. 

.. , ” e ' tr “- same csrtger, and that it was a 
. . ° UV n0t con tinplating the mining of Haiphong. 
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**C- l>.jring t he above* discussions, Mr. Bundy twJ.ee ma de 
c \. . r iVt.t~T~r rJr.kl well consjqor actions withi n cur present 

*' a »'T‘a. "."•’JiUiin th e above cu a lysl s of Chicoa reactions. 

^ . .. .... « _ ■'■«■-■' 11 * 1 ***" "* •* " ■*' " 1 . . ■■ . ■■■ - 

These references were not picked up by- the Canadians, 
i„t cun h»rdly have gone unnoticed. " 


• 1: S Si 

; •'£, !.-X 3 to /.*3eBboscy SAIGON; Info: Amembassy OTTAWA 1302. 

"1. Canadians (MinExtAff Martin and Ronning) briefed Bundy 
this week on Ronning*s trip to Hanoi June 14-17. . . . 


"2. Ronning saw PAVII ICC Liaison officer Ha Van Lao, DRV 
Vice Fo:;Min Nguyen Go Thscb, and Fonllin and Vice Premier Nguyen 
!*-»/ Trinh while he was in Hanoi. He did not rpt not see Pham Van 
ior Ho Chi Mirth. DRV officials were personally cordial but 
£• r.snotrated complete inflexibility on matters of policy and put 
forward no new positions. Hanoi reiterated its demands that the 
V' halt. the bombing of the North, withdraw its forces from SVIJ, 
*rtccgnir.c the position of the NLF* (not otherwise spelled out), 
t: I sphere to the terms of the I 95 I 1 Geneva Agreements. Ccmmunist 
officials maintained they were confident that the Viet Cong would 
vlr; cj.i expressed their deter.,lination. to maintain their position 
w pitc b’3 bombing of the North. 

"3. Ronning expressed concern to DRV officials about US 
i* Mr. iii North Viet-Lain but was given standard Hanoi position 
i>-t ROMs were 'criminals' under DRV law and tola* that no ICRC 
j mt' cvion role would be considered, and provided no detailed 
:..:orrmtion about the prisoners themselves. 
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FYI : We believe above represents basic position we 
'• v*jss to GVii ana that ve should not refer tc oral message 
2 ^ b.ave Ronning pass to Hanoi on reciprocal dampening down 

* ill ties in SYR in exchange for US move on bombing of North. 
< ~uM know, however, that Hanoi absolutely rejected US 
‘ 'V* :f ^ r ^ nn bo!ld Ronning DRY would pay 1:0 rpt no price what- 
* ^ halt to bombing. • Hanoi also made clear to Ronning that 
? . for total halt to bombing it prepared only to enter 
. :1 bilateral talks of type ve had in January this year. 

p“ CT DR7 officials offered no alternative proposals to 
• b who told is he had been profoundly depressed by Hanoi*s 


. . /’ * Running said at one point in conversation in Hanoi Trinh 

^ r * g zrr * being insincere in their good offices 
* ** * *-^ oHerod leave immediately. Ronning anil 
* a hi:; earlier position and agreed it useful 
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!'■ for DRV to Bin into in existence of ' Canadian channel* but that 
even he probably now persuaded there no current prospect of 
effective approach to Hanoi. 

"6. Dundy took opportunity of long dinner conversation 
vith Martin, Ronning, and other senior ExtAff officials to review 
✓ current US position and view of future in Viet-I’am. Ronning 

seemed more responsive to our approach than we had seen him before 
but Martin clearly remains determined to find some role for Canada 
in peace-making efforts in future. END FYI." 

, * 

RUSK (Drafted by P. H. Kreisberg) 

• . 

June 28, 1966 ’ . . 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION (SECRET/EXDIS); Subject: Ronning Mission; 
Participants: Mr. Roger Duzer, Counselor, Embassy of the French 
Republic; Mr. peter M. Roberts, Counselor, Kubassy of Canada; Mr. Paul H. 
Kreisberg, OIC, Mainland China Affairs, ACA. 

"l. Mr. Duzer showed me a French telegram from Hanoi 
which dealt with the Ronning mission. The telegram stated that 
an unnamed Eastern European liabassy in Hanoi had briefed the AFP 
correspondent in Hanoi, Raffaclli, last week on the Ronning mission. 
The AFP man was told: (l) Ronning transmitted a USG message to 
Hanoi' offering a halt in US bombing of North Vietnam in exchange for 
reciprocal reduction in Viet Cong hostilities in South Vietnam; 

( 2 ) Hanoi had categorically rejected this proposal, indicating that 
they would pay no price for a halt to the 1 completely unjustified 1 
US bombing of North Vietnam; ( 3 ) Ronning had raised the question 
of US PONs and had been told emphatically that they were criminals 
* and that there was no question of a protecting authority being 
• designated; and (4) nevertheless the DRV was prepared to keep the 
Canadian channel open for future contacts. The French telegram 
. assumed that the briefing must have been passed with DRV approval 
and suggested that the story had been leaked in order to indicate 
that North Vietnam, while not willing to accept t'he proposals 
carried by Ronning, was not completely intransigent and was pre¬ 
pared to talk with peace emissaries. 

"2. Duzer pressed me cn the accuracy of the briefing described 
in the telegram. I told him that this was a Canadian matter ahd 
that any specific comment on the content cf the Ronning mission 
would have to come from the Government of Canada. * 
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